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This section of the Clarion is devoted to misc information or events. If you have anything you would like posted please

send that to Editor@cacago.org.

THOMAS H. TROEGER APPOINTED CHAPLAIN
OF THE AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS

AGO President Eileen Guenther Appoints Celebrated Liturgist, Hymn Writer, and Scholar to
Honorary National Office

NEW YORK CITY—The American Guild of Organists (AGO) announces the appointment of the
Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Troeger as AGO Chaplain for a term of two years, 2008-2010. The
chaplain is an honorary national officer appointed to serve the diverse pastoral needs of the
AGO National Council and the international membership of the Guild. Dr. Troeger will also
contribute an editorial column to The American Organist Magazine. The appointment was
made by AGO President Eileen Guenther and ratified by the AGO National Council on
September 3, 2008. In speaking of his appointment, Dr. Guenther remarked:

"I have long appreciated the hymn texts Tom Troeger has written—texts that are perceptive,
sensitive, artful, and that help us see and feel something new with every subject he
addresses. Tom is an avid supporter of music in worship and as a writer, liturgist, and
preacher will bring an important perspective to our work as musicians."

In response, Dr. Troeger spoke of his long association with church musicians and how the role
of music in worship has been influential in his life:

"I am profoundly honored to become the chaplain to the AGO. All my life, I have attended
churches where fine organists have helped to lead the congregation into prayer and a livelier
sense of the Spirit through their musical artistry and the wonder of all the varied sounds
coming from pipes of metal and wood. Also, I remember the organist of my home church
when I was growing up in Cooperstown, N.Y. Not only did I relish his playing of preludes,
hymns, anthems, service music, and postludes, but I also am thankful for how he encouraged
my serious study of the flute, and often invited me to play in services in which he
accompanied me at the organ as I played the music of Bach, Handel, Gliick, Gounod, and
others. And later in my professional life, it was organists who worked so creatively with me in
planning sermons and services built around major works for organ and choir. All of this would
have been impossible without them. Looking back over all of that music, I can see now that
organists have been a major influence in my spiritual formation: the beauty of their playing
has given me an ever-deepening and expanding vision of the beauty of God. Thus, I am
praying that my being chaplain of the AGO may be a way of my repaying and thanking the
great company of organists, as well as a way of encouraging them in their inspiring ministry
and art."

THOMAS H. TROEGER is the J. Edward and Ruth Cox Lantz Professor of Christian
Communication at the Yale Divinity School and Institute of Sacred Music. Ordained in the
Presbyterian Church in 1970 and in the Episcopal Church in 1999, he is dually aligned with
both traditions. He is also a flutist and a poet whose work appears in the hymnals of most
denominations as well as in choral anthems.

Dr. Troeger has authored more than fifteen books in the fields of preaching, poetry, hymnody,
and worship, and is a frequent contributor to journals dedicated to these topics. His most
recent books include So That All Might Know: Preaching That Engages the Whole
Congregation; Preaching and Worship; Preaching While the Church Is Under Reconstruction;
and Above the Moon Earth Rises: Hymn Texts, Anthems, and Poems for a New Creation.

For three years, Dr. Troeger hosted the Season of Worship broadcast for Cokesbury. He has
led conferences and lectureships in worship and preaching throughout North America, as well
as in Denmark, Holland, Australia, Japan, and Africa. He is a former president of the Academy
of Homiletics and currently serves on the board of Societas Homiletica—the international guild
of scholars in homiletics.

His education includes a B.A. from Yale University; a B.D. from Colgate Rochester Divinity
School; an S.T.D. from Dickinson College; and a D.D. from Virginia Theological Seminary.

Thanks to Ann Johnston for
her years of dinner
reservation coordination.
We have always been able
to count on having a good
showing at AGO dinners
thanks to her kind work in
keeping the details of
names and numbers.

NEW to this task is

Marian Berry whose son
Jackson is to be featured in
our "Rising Stars"
programme this month.

Thanks to David Scribner
our webmaster, we now
have an easy format to
send emails to a specific
and EASY TO REMEMBER
email address which Marian
will coordinate.

Dinner@cacago.org
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THE 08 /09 SEASON

September 08

19™- Our Young and Rising Stars at Lakewood Methodist Church
North Little Rock. Dinner 6:00pm Concert 8:00pm

October 08

24™- Chelsea Chen at Christ Episcopal Little Rock.
www.chelseachen.com Dinner 6:00 pm Concert 8:00pm

November 08

28" - Ken Cowan and Lisa Shehoten at First Presbyterian Little Rock.
6:00pm Concert 8pm

December 08
5" Annual Christmas Party at Bob Bidewell's home in North Little
Rock. 7:00pm — 9:00pm

January 09
23" Organ and Orchestra at Cathedral St. Andrew Little Rock
6:00pm - Concert 8pm

February 09
27" Jeffery Blersch playing a program of hymns and recital pieces at
Grace Lutheran, Little Rock. Dinner 6:00pm - Concert 8pm

28™ - Jeffery Blersch on service playing and worship at Grace
Lutheran. 10:00am — Noon.

March 09

20" Robert G. Delcamp, Choir Master Organist, Sewanee
University, Sewanee TN, in concert.

more info on Robert at

http://sitemason.sewanee.edu/site/bvrOM4/robert_delcamp
location tba

April 09

17™- first of two concerts for the 6th Annual Organ Recital series
celebrating the life of Robert Ellis

the first recital will be at First Presbyterian in Little Rock.

Nathan Laube from The Curtis Institute will be performing.

6:00pm - Concert 8pm

19™- second of two concerts for the 6th Annual Organ Recital series
celebrating the life of Robert Ellis

the second recital will feature Nathan Laube at FUMC Arkadelphia.
Concert 4:00pm

May 09
15" Laura Ellis at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Little Rock.

Dinner 6:00pm - Concert 8pm






